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It took awhile, and “not a little” effort, but United  Way of Van Wert County has met its fundraising goa l for 2009.  
 
Local car dealers Andy Czajkowski of Statewide Ford,  Lincoln, Mercury, Gary Taylor of Taylor Auto Sales , and Eric 

McCracken of Lee Kinstle Sales & Service threw in $ 100 each to push United Way over the top. 
 
“So many people contributed through the regular fund raising campaign, and again when we did our $32 min i-

campaign in February,” said Campaign Chair Rob Gambl e. “When the Executive Committee met in April, our 
uncollectables were reviewed and we were able to mo ve $5,901 that we thought would have to be written off into our 
campaign.” 

 
Gamble noted that moving that amount back into the campaign left the United Way just $300 short of its  $450,000 

goal. “I called some friends and they did not hesit ate (to donate the additional dollars),” Gamble add ed. 
 
“It’s a tough economic climate in the community,” the  campaign chair noted. “By reaching our goal, it wil l 

certainly go a long way to help those affected by t he economy.” 
 
“When you see the number of people served, the low c ost per unduplicated client, and what our agencies operate 

on, we are confident that Van Wert County residents  are getting the biggest bang for their buck with t heir United 
Way contribution,” Gamble went on to say. “ We are humbled by the trust the community has in th e United Way and 
the United Way Board wants everyone to know that th eir contribution is being used wisely.’ 
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In Spotlight!    BUCKEYE YOUTH 
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Buckeye Youth has been a part of many area children 's childhood memories and development.  Buckeye 
Youth began in 1993 after Campfire Boys and Girls d issolved in Van Wert County.  Board members at that  
time decided to start a new youth program exclusive ly in Van Wert County serving all children in grade s 5-
18.  The programs and activities have evolved to ad apt to the changing needs and interests of our area  
youth. 

United Way is our main source of funding and withou t them we would not exist.  We have been able to re ach 
many at risk children in the area and provide servi ces to a large number of families and individuals.  Our 
activities such as Club Meetings, Field Trips, Summ er Camp, Fun Days, Valentines for Veterans, Nursing  
Home Visits, Autumn Adventure Sleep Over and Cleani ng Projects Instill Positive Reinforcement, Promote  
Safe and Fun Avenues of Entertainment, Teach Volunt eerism, Patriotism, Social Acceptance and are a 
benefit to the community at large. 

Below are some photos of Buckeye Youth's events and  activities. �
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Coming in June: 
Community Action Commission…See you then ��� �  


